* . — 
XX 
_ th e 
3 
5 he 2 
n 


r & 5 
a Y . 
* » 8 
e 
"SY, 2 « "4 7 


0 


on Xu 


£ 


RESPECTING IT 


a . « = 
. 5 N 


n WACTER 


% 


” 


LIED et ee ou Ihe 4 a 4 


4 1 4 
- * 
„ 
s " 
0 
b * 
* 
Tz 4 
P => 4 
7 4 x T 
8 # 
i < * 4 , 


4 
I q + 
— FS 
fr 
ws 
4 8 
2 — 


Loet the lying lips be put to ſilenee: which ſpeak . 
proudly and contemptuouſly againſt the righteous, s. 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 


\ 


THE falling pages, being 
ch 22 extracted from a publication i in England 
entitled Lxrrzxs To 4 MEMBER o. PARLIAMENT, 


on the Character and Writings of Baron Swr- 
_ DENBORG, &c. are offered to the public on the 
preſent occaſion, from no other motive, than 


phat is diflated by the requirements of Truth 


and Charity, to vindicate an innocent and uſe= 


ful charafter from miſrepreſentation and . 8 
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| - "Fas Abbe Barruel, in his Memoirs 
of Yacobin im, begins his attack on BARON SwE- 
DENBORG, and his writings, with this affertion, 
that Swedenborg, became the founder ofa ſect, 


* perhaps without dreaming of any ſuch thing, 


Land through one of thoſe extraordinary incidents 


© which Providence in an age of impiety permits, to 


humble the pride of our ſophiſters.““ 

The Abbe has not informed his readers OY 
ſenſe he conſiders the founder of a ſect to be a term 
of juſt reproach, nor has he pointed out what that 
extraordinary incident is, which Providence,” in an 
age of impiety, permits to humble the pride of ſophiſters. 
But from the accounts of other writers, who ap- 
pear well qualified to forma juſt judgment on the 


ſubject, we may learn in what ſenſe Swedenborg 
is not to be conſidered as the founder of à ſect. Nee | 


firſt is that of the pious and venerable Hartley in 


theſe words, He (Swedenborg) affects no ho- W's > 


* nour, but declines it; purſues no.worldly intereft, 


: but ſpends his ſubſtance in travelling and printing, Bt 


A SD in 


8 See Nane of Jacobiniſm, London. edition yol. ir. Pete 
; 119 of the . tranſlation, ED 
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"4 fin order to communicate inſtruction ak benefit 
| and He is ſo far from the ambition of 
No” . heading a ſet that wherever he reſides on his 
travels, he is a mere ſolitary, and almoſt inacceſſi- 
Me, though 1 in his on country of a free and open 
- © behaviour : nor bes he perſuade any to leave that 


©to mankind ; 


© eftabliſhed church to which they belong.“ On another 


occafion the fame writer obſerves, *© the great 


© Swedenborg was a man of uncommon humility, 
* and fo far from affecting to be the head of a ſect, 


© that his voluminous writings in divinity, continued * 5 


_ © moſi to the end of his life to be anonymous publications ; 
and I have ſome reaſon to think that it was owing 


* to. my remonſtrunce to him on this ſubject, that he was 


© work. „ 


The Abbe Pernetti, alſo thus expreſſes himſelf, 5 


| 115 g of our author. He was in no wiſe 
led b 


added that of Mr. 
publiſher of the Fe Cœlęſtia, who in his adver- 


that ſelf. love, which is obſervable in thoſe 


© induced to prefix his name to this is following laſt 


« who publiſh new opinions concerning church doc- 


© trines, neither did he ſeek to make any proſelytes, not 
© even communicating his thoughts and ſentiments, 
© but to thoſewhomhe thought virtuous, diſpoſed to 


© hear them with moderation, capable of compre- 
© hending them, and lovers of the truth. 
To the above reſpectable teſtimonies may be 
IJ Lewis, the printer and 


. of that work, gives the Wan 19 


. See the preface to the Engliſh vintaion 85 the Treatiſe | 


on, Influx, by the Rev. T. Hartley, rector of Winwich, in 


| Td who was an intimate friend of our honourable 


+ See letter from the Rev. T. Hartley to the Rev. 4. 
Clowes, prefixed to the Engliſh en of the True Chriffias 
Religion. ; ; 

＋ See the Abbe Pernetti's preface to TY tranſlation of the 


e on 42 and Hell, vol. i. page 69. 


} 
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TY author. Though the author of the Avedhd 
© Cale/tia is undoubtedly a very great and learned 
man, and his works highly efteemed by the literati, 
F yet he is no leſs diſtinguithed for his modeſty than 

_ © his great talents, ſo that he will not ſuffer his 
name to be made public. But though I am po- 
ſitively forbid to diſcover that, yet 1 hope he will 
* excuſe me if I venture to mention his benign and 
« generous qualities. How he beſtowed his time 
and labour in former years, I am not certainly i in- 


formed; (though I have heard by -thoſe 'who | 
have deen long Sond with 3 that they 


ere employed in the ſame manner as I am going 
* to relate;) but what I have been an eye-witneſs 


to, I can declare with certain truth; and there- 


fore I do aver, that this gentleman, with indefa- 
_ © tigable pains and labour, fpent one whole year in 


_ © ſtudying and writing the firſt vol. of Arcana Ce- 


laeſtia, was at the expenſe of two hundred pounds 
4 co print it, and alſo advanced two hundred pounds 
© more for the printing of the ſecond volume; and 


when he had done this, he gave expreſs orders 
that all the money that ſhould ariſe in the fale of 


this large work ſhould be given towards the charge 
* of the propagation of the goſpel. He is ſo far from 


© defiring to make a gain of his labours, that he will | 


not receive one farthing back of the four hundred 


pounds he hath expended; and for chat reaſon 


© his works will come excceding cheap to che 
public. 


© further declare I have not the leaſt reaſon in | 


© the world to believe him a bigot to any.mode or 
* method of religion ; I know not what communi- 
ty he belongs to, or whether he belongs to any; 


© if any one can gueſs by his writings he knows 


* where to find them. But it matters not-who or 


1 what the en is that writes, if his writings are 
8 founded 


1 


5 


c men as are competent judges of them.“ 


e Aﬀeer having paſſed the greater part of his life in 


an aſtronomer, he (Swedenborg), was attackedby 
© one of thoſe yiolent fevers, which leave the organs 
© of the human frame in a very deranged ſtate.f 


above paſſage. For what can be a greater mark of 
prejudice, than for a learned Abbe to abuſe a ſcholar 
on account of his literary purſuits. But becauſe the 


another entitled Modus explorandi Virtutes Navigio- 
rum, therefore for ridicule's ſake he muſt be a /zilor, 
as well as a philoſopher and divine; and although, 

like another Moſes, he was learned in ALL the wiſ- 
dom of the Egyptians, yet all his wiſdom muſt be incon- 
gruous,: becauſe it would not apply itſelf to confirm 


N apoſtacy and infallibility. 


ſays that Swedenborg was artacted by one of theſe 
violent fevers, which leave the organ, of the human 
mind in a very deranged /tate, he mult certainly 
mean to inſinuate, that Swedenborg became Habi- 


= : wiſe it cannot be accounted for, why the Abbe 
ſhould- lay any ſtreſs on this circumſtance. But 


WH - this charge againſt our honourable author, which 
WW - hes been heretofore ſo frequently and ſo fully re- 
= men 


. * eee ge 120. 
+ rn if Knowledge Vol. 1. p. 39 75 6 


« frunded: on 5 and agreeable to duch learned ; 
The Abbe Barruel proceeds with his remarks : 


"© the moſt i incongruous purſuits, as a poet, a philo- 
* ſopher, a metaphyſician, a ſailor, a divine, and 


It is not eaſy to conceive a greater mixture of 
1 prejudice and untruth, than what is contained in the 


author wrote two learned and ingenious works, one 


entitled Modus conſtruendi Receptacula navalia, and 


the errors and incongruous principles of the Papal | 


But to proceed to the untruth When the Abbe 


| tually deranged in conſequence of ſuch attack, other- 


how the Abbe could have the affurance to urge 


nm f49 „ ou co. © 
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fated,. it is not eaſy to conceive, any more than | 
to explain the ignorance (be it real or affected) 


which he diſcovers in his note on this paſſage, | 


where he ſays I do not ſee that any of his (Sweden- | 


© borg's) adepts have mentioned this illneſs.” 
The fact is, rea,” was attacked by a fe- 
ver, about 20 years before 


rium, as is no uncommon caſe in ſuch a diſorder, 


and this delirium was afterwards conſtrued by an 


. * 


is death, and there is 
reaſon to believe that it was attended with deli- 


af 


enemy“ into a fixed derangement. But how un- 


fair and uncandid ſuch a conſtruction is, will ap- 


pear from the following paſſages, written purpoſe- 
ly to counteract this ſhameful and unjuſt calumny, 
and which the Abbe Barruel ought to havg been ac- 
quainted with, before he had ventured to attempt to 
propagate again ſo hackneyed and N a ſcan- 


dal. The firſt paſſage is extracted fror 


Cbriſtian Religion, and is in the following words: 
That ſo highly a gifted meſſenger from. the 
< LorD. (as I verily believe he | Swedenborg ] was) 
© ſhould meet with the reproach of being beſide him- 


« ſelf, will be ſo far from appearing ſtrange to fuck 
© as are acquainted with the ſcriptures, that they 


would expect it: And credible it is, that an 


angel from heaven in a human form, With a like 
* meſſage te af apoſtate world, would fifid no bett 
- 346 oe „ treatment 


8 4-7 . | | „ 
* A Mr. Matheſius the officiating miniſter of the SYediſh 
church in London, who, like the Abbé Barruel, was a ent 
oppoſer of Baron Swedenborg, and his doctrines, and who him- 


he Rev. 
Mr. Hartley's letter to the tranſſator of the True 


ſelf afterwards became abſolutely inſane, The late Rev. Mr. J. 


Weſley received his prejudices againſt Baron Swedenborg from 


this Mr. Matheſius, and was accordingly active in propagating 
the report of his derangement, giring the name of another perſon 
as his author, who publicly declared that he never ſpoke a word 
with him upon the ſubject— See a particular account of this tranſ- 
action in the Magazine of NHndrvledge, vol. ii. page 299. | 
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e #txeatment from it; but let the authors of all ſuch 

, © ecalumny look well to the danger they incur by it, 

for where a perſon is advanced to any good degree 

< of uſefulneſs in the cauſe of virtue and religion, 

and more particularly if led to conſecrate very ex- 

s alted talents to the honour of God and the ſpiritual 
*benefit of his brethren, ſuch a character is ſacred, 

«and to go about to defeat the ſucceſs of ſuch la- 

hour, is nothing leſs than a degree of profanation; 

_ Sand the like conduct in any of the clergy, whether 

| N mma gl from envy, jeal uſy, or any partial re- 

_ *gard to their own particular credit or intereſt, is 

12 more blameable. The unchriſtian ſpirit of 

< calumny and detraction here mentioned, leads me 

« to obſerye in this place, that ſome have taken pains 

to e our author as mad, in order to diſere- 

dit his &er and writings, grounding their 

char the following circumſtance :—He was 

"M Se dere, attended with a delirium, com- 

mon in that ce, about twenty years before he 

died, and under the care of a phyſician, and they - 
have gone about to pick up what he ſaid and did, 

and how he looked at the time, and have propa- 

I © gated this both in private and in print, a proceed- 

ing fo contrary to common humanity, that ene 

s cannot think of it without offence, nay even hor- 
v ©ror; But there is not the leaſt occaſion for a par- 

= *- <*ticular anſwer to ſo malignant a charge, as it re- 

42 *ceives its full confutation from the conſiſtency and 

3 dom of his numerous publications fince that 

, infomuch that we can here apply the apoſtle's 

1h 25 to Feſtus's imputation of madneſs to him, 

« that he ſpeaks the words of truth and ſaberneſt: And 

if this be not allowed as a proof in point, where is 

©the teſt whereby we are to diſtinguiſh betwixt ſane 
and inſane.“ “ The ſecond N is — 
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8 Dr. Hurd's. -hiſtory of the retain 1 all figs 
tions, in theſe words: It has been ſaid indeed 
by ſome, and received implicitly without further 
examination by others, that Baron Swedenborg, 
aatſter receiving the above extraordinary commiſſion, 
was mad, and became totally deprived of his ra- 
tional ſenſes: But this fat] is ſuch a palpa- 
ble contradiction to truth, and ſuch an inſult to common. 
© ſenſe, being overruled by. every page of our author's 
_ © xoritings, as well as by every udt of his life after that 
period, that we ſhould have thought it altogether 
_ © unworthy our notice, were we not aware that it 
operates powerfully with many even at this day, 
© to prejudice them againſt a character which other- 
_* wiſe they would revere, and againſt writings from 
_ © which they would otherwiſe receive the moſt wel- 
come inſtruction, whilſt in the mean time they can 
© give no reaſonable account of that prejudice, nor 
trace its origin to any better ſource than the un- 
_ © juſt calumny uttered of old againſt another reſpec» 
table name, Paul thou art befide thyſelf ; much learn. 
* ing doth make thee mad. Acts, xxvi. 24. 
The above teſtimonies are further confitmedbpi 
chat ſtrong declaration in Monfieur:SandePs eulo» 
gium on our Author where he ſays, He (Swen 
*<.denborg) [preſerved the WHOLE STRENGTH OP | 
HIS MIND TO-THE- LAST, WITHOUT" ENXPBRIENS- 
£ CING THAT DECAY OF MENTAL FACULTIES #nto 
* which ſo many are fabject after a long 2 of fete" 
© ence;”*Þ and alſo by the depoſitions of Mr. and Mrs. 
Shearſmith, at whoſe. 5 Swedenborg lodged at 
the time of his death, which depoſitions were made 
: 0G oath Dales T. Hoh, 1 955 Lord wr 8 
| B 1 bp 


» See Dr. Hurd's Ps Kilfory of thi ah rites and ceremontes 


of all nations, page 705. 


+ See Eo . e in the Great Half 
of the Houſe o Nobles, in the name of bo. Ys df Bei. 
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1 Me 1 2 . 24th of Nov. wks, ot which, 
amongſt many other teſtimonies in favor of our ho- 
nonrable Author, contain the following: About 
.* a fortnight or three weeks before he died, he received 
the ſacrament from the handsof a foreign clergyman, 
Sand ENJOYED 4A SOUND MIND, MEMORY, AND UN- 
| + DERSTANDING TO THE LAST HOUR OF HIS LIFE? 
1 Who that compares the above teſtimonies with that 5 
6 of the Abbé Barruel who does not pretend to any 
other authority for the charge of. derangement than 
the bare word of one phy/ician ue learned it ft um ſſ || _ 
eral other phyhcians,* but muſt wonder at the Abbes | * 
_ effrontery in endeavouring to prapagate again ſo : 
palpable a calumny, and at his ighorance in not 
Knowing, or his diſſimulation in pretending not to 
know, that the calumny had again and again been 
proved groundleſs and unjuſt. Nor ſhould the miſe- 
\take be. entirely unnoticed, into which the learned 
Abbe has fallen, in ſuppoſing what he calls our au- 
char: 8 derangement to be prior to his ſupernatural - 
communications, whereas the fact is, his fuperna+ 
tural communications had commenced ſeveral years 
ha wy he was attacked with the fever, which gave 
birth to ideal derangement. Doubtleſs the Abbe had 
a reaſon for makiug this miſtake, ſince his readers 
mighe be led from it to ſuppoſe, that the ſuperna- 
tural communications of Swedenborg were mere ef- 
. fit aud conſequences of a deranged mind, when in re- 
_ ality they had begun long before, and were conti- 
nued long after the fever, which was faid to give 
birth to the ſtate of derangement: They were alſo 
continued in ſuch harmony and agreement during 
botf periods, as to prove to a demonſtration that 
PpPuhatſoever effect the fever might have in other reſ- 
5 . it ne at all e thoſe e 
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* See the Abbe's note- on che br Cn fers 120 of the 


| Memoirs, 
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Wit be a miſtake to impute the Abbe's error to: the 
above motive, it can be no miſtake to aſſert that he 
has fallen. into an error, and thereby given his read- 
ers juſt occaſion to ſuſpect, that he is not altogether 
ſo accurate, and ſo mueh to be depended upon in 
is ſtatements, 2 he: would "he; wmalling they Jana 
believe him. | 

The Abbe next noageeds to the examination.of - 


| 8medenborg's character as aer, if indeed it mar 


ba called an examination, which conſiſts ſolely of a 


prove either the impoſſibility or improbebility of f 1 
à character as that of a ſeer; without entering in 


mixture of declamation and of ridicule. Is it the 
madman, the viſionary madman in the regians of 


* tally, that is ſought? Let the reader follow: him 


f.in-his frequent journies to the world of ſpirits,.. or 
let him have the patience to hear him tell what 
t he has ſeen-. Om one fide he ſhews us a paradiſe 
ee 1 dere cantly ny the [ 
doing e thing in the other wor 21 
. _ other he deicribgf ce” j 
ven and its plains, its foreſts, its rivers, i ns 
< and its provinces.” * - Thus without attemtpin | oj ; 2 


to any rationakargument grounded in the Horgouras 
ble Authors teſtimony on the ſubje& of ſpiritual 

communications; without pointing out a fingle rule 
of diſerimination, whereby to diſtinguiſn the real 


er from fhe pretended viſionary; the Abbe diſcards 
the whole account of our Author's ſpiritual. inter- 


biet Does Swedenborg tell us he ſaw 2 


courſe as chimerical, and this bythe mere dint of 
ſarcaſm and declamation which will apply equal l Lak 
gainſt the ſupernatural diſeoveries made to the 


| phetsofold;andts the Apocalyptic Divine, Wee 
thoſe made ta Swedenborg. For what does theſattier 
teſtify reſpectingthe other world; whieh the teſtimony 


of the former had not before rendered highly 
i Fe 


Py 80. Memoirs, & . page 122, 
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plains and rivers'in the other world 9 They alſe g 
tell us they ſaw the fame. Was Swedenborgiadmits 
ted to theprivilege of beholding the LoRD HUS 
appearing and cloathed as a MAN ? Iſaiah, Ezelget; 
Daniel; and John Were alſo favoured: wick the ſame 
bleſſed viſien. Did Swedenborg ſee, and does he 
teſtify that the angels are employed, and that their 
employs are värieus? They alfo have abundant- 
17 teſtified the fame, and alſo that in that world 
there is a great variety of objects like thoſe we be- 
| —Hold'in this world;: which they have therefore deſ. 
& ctibesd by the names of the objects of this world. 
And hence is there not juſt reaſon to ſuppoſe fur- 
ther, that beſides the objects i in the ſpiritual world 
_ Which they have mentioned, there may be many 
others which they have nor mentioned, and theſe alſo 
5 reſembling 1 in appearance the objects of this world; 
eee und beſides the 'employments which they have de: | 
io "eribeTz there may be many more which they have 
not deſcribed, and theſe in like manner not unlike 
"oh employments of men here below. There is not 
f they of thoſe diſcoveries, therefore, recorded in the 
facred volume, which is not liable to the ſame ob- 
jetions as thoſe made to Swedenborg,” and which 
- farcaſtic wit, ſuch as the Abbe Barruel appears to 
be poſſefſed of, may not, by detaching the parts 
from the Whole, and by thus preſenting to the read- 
er's view only inſulated particulars, hold up to ri- 
dicule, and expoſe to the mockery of a ſcoffing 
world. But would this be a fair and candid method 
of proceeding? or rather ought not wit, and ta- 
tents, and learning to be aſhamed of reſorting to 
ſuch an artifice, to confirm the miſrepreſentations of 
pfreſudiee? Vet ſuch is the artifice, on which alone the 
Abbe Barruel reſts his attempt to invalidate the evi 
denceof our honourable author's ſupernatural com- 
munications, andprove him mad. He does not adduce 
even a ſingle inſtance, inwhich the teſtimony of Swe. 
Fon wen Þ 
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de contrallicts that of the Büpired writers, with 
reſpect to what he ſaw: and heard in the other 
world; he only declaims and ridieules, and decla- 
mation and ridicule are his demonſtrations. But as 
it would be impoſſible for any one to form to him- 
ſelf any juſt idea of the order, the dignity, the 
8 0 3 the harmony, the conſiſtency, the ſancti- 


„the infinite and dignifying importance of the 


rel made of old tothe inſpired Evangeliſts 


and Prophets, from hearing only a particular part 


ſeparate from the whole, in like manner, it will be 


impoſlible for any one to form any idea of the order, 
the dignity, the wiſdom, the harmony, the con- 
ſiſtency, the ſanctity, the edifying importance of 
the ſpiritual diſcoveries made to Emanuel Sweden- 
borg, from reading only what the Abbé Barruel is 
pleaſed to relate on the ſubject: He ſtudiouſſy con- 
_ ceals every thing but the /chools and univerſities, . 


- 8 
: 


becauſe he was afraid of es. in his reader any — 4 


8 3 but contempt. 1 
With reſpect to the jidiculs attempted be caſt : 
on Ear is declared in the writings of Swedenborg 
concerning the diſtinction of ſex in the other world, 
which is the next object of the Abbe's animadver- 1 
ſion, it is too fooliſſi and abſurd to merit any ſeri - 
ous notice. But as the Abbe ſpeaks of an extraor- _ | 
dinary incident, which Providence (to uſe his own _ | 
Words) in an age of impiety permits io humble the pride 
e our ſophi ers, but does not inform ùs what this 


extraordinary incident is, it may be of ſome uſe to 


endeavour to ſupply his defect of information, by 
fſuggeſting whether the extraordinary circumſtance 
to which he alludes is not this, that the ſimple and 
unlearned, who form their ideas from their 'B1BLEs; 
entertain far juſter notions reſpecting another world 
and its varied realities, than the ſpeculative and 
learned. They never conceive the groundleſs idea, 

5 __ e Rt; ee them from men into quite a- 

i 8 : nother 
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in another world, they ſhall be diveſted of thoſe 
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principles and:perſuafions, thoſe ſenfibilities, pow- 


ers, and tendencies, which conſtitute the diſtin- 


guiihing excellence of the human race. On the con- 
: they; believe, that at death they ſhall only 


7 lay aſide: that mortal -covering, which at preſent 


impedes the free and full exerciſe of their faculties, 


Fo and abſorbs the joys and delights reſulting from : 


that exerciſe, but that when the corruptible ſhall put 
en incer ru Hon, they ſhall then become even more 


| [ men than they were in this life, becauſe more per- 


fected; and Rok they ſhall beſides enter into a world 
of bliſs infinitely better adapted, by the indefinite 
variety of its enduring objects, to the promotion of 


their happineſs. The pious: huſband. is perſuaded 
| that he ſhall again meet with the boſom- partner of 
His joys, andthe pious wife that ſhe ſhall again be 
r bond of affection with her 
beloved huſband. The believing parents hope te 
weer their children, and the believing children to 

Wi be blefſed again with: the ſociety of their parents, 
Te fincere. friend alſo conſoles himſelf with the 


thought of renewingan eternal friendſhip hereafter 


with the ſhaxer of his beſt affections here. Such is 
the: creed of the ſimple, and ſuch is the future 


world to which) it paints; ſuch alſo is the ereed, 
and ſuch the future world preſented: to view in the 


= writings ef beer © and to preſerve this-blefl- 
= - ed erred uninjured by the 


deluſive reaſonings of the 
ſpeculative and the — and to convince man · 


= _ Kind not only that there is another world, but alſo 
mat that world is a world adapted to Suman beings, 
tio the exerciſe of human facultics,, and to the enjoy» 
ment of bumen joys, appears to have been one part 
of the gracious deſign of an all- wiſe Providence in 
admitting Baron Swedenborg to an intercourſe; with 


that world, and I Luc thereby to teſtify 
| ___ 
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t the learned, that thes notions, and not 
rug are groundleſs and viſio 

. The Abbe, indeed, 8 to ridicule chin aa 
the continuation of any human joy in another dife, 
and if by human joy he means a mere natural or cor 
poreal delight, unpuriſted and unſanctiſed 'by Diuine 
Grace, he is certainly right in ſuppoſing that no 
ſuch joy can have place in the kingdom of purity; 
but the queſtion is, whether the human joy is not 
capable of purification and /andtification, and whether 
it cannot thereby be rendered permanent, and ca- 
pable of enduring in heaven itſelf, becauſe receptive 

of divine joy, agreeable to the following words of 
Jeſus Chriſt to his diſciples: Theſe things have I 
* ſpoken unto you, that MY for might remain in vu, 
* and that YOUR o MIGHT BE FULL, John xv. 2 
from which words it is plain that the human joy is 
| capable of being filled with the divine joy, and that 


in this caſe it remains, being ſanctified; whereas it 


is the human joy not filled with the divine, which 
periſhes ; and this idea is in Perfect eee 
the teſtimony of Swedenborg. 

But it does not appear to have been any part of 
the Abbe Barruel's concern to attend to the meaning 
of the author whoſe writings he wiſhed to invalidate; 
and hence in another part of his Memoirs we find 
him aſſerting with a like raſhneſs and diſregard to 
truth. Another part of the doctrine which muſt 


be alſo very acceptable to the wicked, is the ſtate 


< with which Swedenborg flatters them in the other 
i world, and the time he gives them after death to 
gain heaven. . Whereas it is the uniform teſti- 
mony of Swedenborg, that the life after death be- 
comes fixed and unchangeable, and remains for 
ever ſuch as the governing love is. The man 
f ow! — h is e here by divine and 
mo. On | 


by 8 Ke. page 130 
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7 deal Joi — to ben - 400 new i is "=" TT 
1 2D, fs 9 dominion of carnal and worldly love without 


| i ; any thing of the heavenly and ſpiritual life in him, 


Exp: 8 takes with him into the other world.“ 


| land very. n opinions maintained by chat 


© © goes to hell: and again, man continues for 
ever in the ſame will or - predominant love that he 
„ the Memoirs of Swedenborg collected by ano- 
So has learned Abbe; the Abbe Barruel might alſo have : 


ters of the firſt. eminence, reſpecting the tenden- 


cy of Swedenborg's doctrines of a future ſtate ; a- 


J 5 mongſt other honourable teſtimonies: on this ſub- 


ject, recorded in thoſe. Memoirs, is that of © his ex- 


3 cellency the ſenator count Hopken, who when 


she was prime miniſter of Sweden, one day obſerv- 


; 3 ed to his majeſty, king Guſtavus, that if the 


Swedes ſhould hereafter eſtabliſh any colony; the 


3 ddoctrine which Swedenborg has publiſhed ought to 


be taught in it, becauſe that agreeable to the prin- | 


* _ © ciples he lays down, the coloniſts would truly 


poſſeſs the love of God and charity as the end of 
all their actions: that they would be active, in- 

DA duſtrious, and mtrepid in dangers, being verily 
* perſuaded that wwhat we call death is no more then a 
© paſſage from this life to one that is more happy, thus 
Ee that! in reality, death is cnly a continuation of ti tfe. 
But to return; not content with endeavouring 


1 81 to caſt an obloquy on the venerable character of 


Swedenborg, by repreſenting him as the founder of 
a ſect, by vilifying his literary purſuits, by inſinuat- 
ing upon the word of a phyſician, who learned it from 
other phyſiciant, that he was deranged in his faculties, 
and with an indecent ſneer of ridicule holding him 
up to contempt in the character of a jeer— 
The Abbe Barruel proceeds to bring forward a- 

fa ak A 2 5 the . of . his wa] | 


1 + Treatiſe on Heares ind Hill 8 61 


„„ 


and brings it forward with all that Rrongth of con- 
fidence, that weakneſs of proof, and that total 
want of argument, which appear to be the diſtin- - 
guiſhing characteriſtics of every page that he has 
written on the ſubject of Swedenborg and his works. 
The charge is contained in theſe words, © from this 
* delirium let us proceed to the impoſtor. The 
6 * GP life and writings of Swedenborg depoſe a- 
* oainſt him. To begin with his writings, it is al- 
2 2 God or an angel that ſpeaks. Every thing 
© that he tells us, he has ſeen in heaven himſelf, and 
he is at liberty to go there as often as he pleaſes. 
© He has ſpirits at his command, and they reveal to 
him the moſt ſecret tranſactions. 

One would naturally ſuppoſe that a charge of 
this very black dye, which affects not only the lite- 
rary and rational, but alſo the moral character 
of our honourable author; which impeaches him 
both as a man and as a chriſtian, and ſtrips him 
bare of every virtue; which conſequently. holds 
him forth to univerſal contempt and abhorrence, as 
a monſter of iniquity, ſo much the more deteſtable 
than others, as his talents were more diſtinguiſhed 
would have been ſupported by ſomething which 
had the ſemblance of proof, and which, if it did 
not fully ſubſtantiate the accuſation, would at leaſt - 
have given it an air of probability. But how are 
we aſtoniſhed to find, that this natural and reaſona- 
ble expeQation is in no degree fulfilled, and that 
the accuſer, inſtead of adducing evidence to con- 
firm his aſſertions, flies off immediately to two 
trifling anecdotes, which have little or no connec- 
tion with the charge in queſtion. | 

It is not worth while to tranſcribe the Abbe $ 
mutilated account of theſe anecdotes, which relate 


to ſpiritual communications Teported to have been 
| | made 


See Memoirs, &c. page 123. 
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made by Swedenborg to the queen of Sweden, and 
9 5 


the counteſs of Marteville, nor to contraſt that ac- 
count with others which come from higher autho- 
rity and from perſonal converſation with the parties 
concerned, becauſe Swedenborg never made any 
 *account of theſe and ſuch like communications, but 
on the contrary expreſsly defired that they might not 
be conſidered of any importance, in the way of evi- 
dence to the truth of-his writings. But the reader 
who is curious in ſuch matters may find theſe cir- 

cumſtances particularly ſtated in the Memoirs of 
Swedenborg annexed to ſome of the Engliſh and 
French tranflations of his works, as well as others 
\ ofa more remarkable kind, and not liable to the 
fame exceptions, but which the Abbe Barruel has 
thought proper to ſuppreſs, though he quotes the 
book in which they are contained.“ Suffice it here 
only to adduce two ſhort extracts from the Memoirs, 
relating to the circumſtances above alluded to; the 
firſt is from a letter of C. Springer, eſq. counſellor 
ot commerce, and formerly of the ſenatorial order 


.® Amongſt others is the following relation of C. Springer, 
eſq. in a letter to the Abbe Parnetti. © The whole, of what he 
(Swedenborg) has related to me, concerning my deceaſed friends 

© and enemies, and of the ſecrets which exiſted enly between them 

© and me, is almoſt paſt belief. He even explained to me in what | 
"© manner the peace was concluded between Sweden and the king 
of Pruſſia, and praiſed my conduct on that occaſion. He point- 
ed out to me the three great perſonages, whoſe ſervices I made 
a uſe of in that circumſtance, which was nevertheleſs a great ſecret 
b betwixt us, TI aſked him how he could be inſtructed in theſe par- 
*< ticulars, and who had diſcovered them to him; to which he re- 

© plied, who informed you of your affair with the count de C—-E—d? 
© You cannot deny the truth of what I have juſt related to you. 
Continue, added he, to merit his reproaches ; depart not from 

© the good way either for honours or money; but contrariwiſe, con- 

© tinue as conſtant therein as you have been hitherto and you will 
"© profſper.'—Sece the Abbe Parnett!'s preface to histranſlation of the 
Treatiſe on Heaven and Hell, appendix to the firſt Engliſh edition 
of the Doarine of the Lord, and to the American edition of the 
Treatiſe on Influx. „ | ER IS 
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in Sweden, to the Abbé Pernetti, in theſe words: 
© I queſtioned. him (Swedenborg) concerning the 
d letter which was wrote by the queen of Sweden 
to her brother the deceaſed Margrave ; he replied, 
© much of the common report istrue, and part of it is not. 
The other is from the Abbe. Pernetti himſelf. © The 
queen of Sweden (ſays he) being on a viſit at Ber- 
„Jin, after the death of the king her huſband, ſome- 


&.academicians, whom ſhe had done the honour 


© to invite to her table, took the liberty to aſk her 
<.it this account (alluding to the anecdote reſpecting 
6. herſelf) was true. She waved the ſubject by an- 
* ſwering, oh for the aſai of the counteſs de Marteville,, 
© it is certainly true; and ſaid nothing concerning 
© herſelf, I had this from Mr. M, one of 
<.thoſe academicians unto. whom this princeſs af- 
< terwards made a preſent of ſome works of Mr. 
© Swedenborg, which he very friendly lent me.“ 
The queſtion now is, whom we are to believe, the 
Abbe Barruel, who having given a different account 
of this affair, aſſerts, the queen Ulrica gave this na- 
tu al explanation of the fact, without appealing to 


any authority for this aſſertion, or the Abbe Pernet- 


ti, who had his information immediately from one- 
of the academicians, that was himſelf preſent at the 
table, when the queen declared, that e affair of -- 
the coun'eſs de Marteville was certainly true. 1 
Whatever may be the true ſtate of the caſe, on 
theſe points of trifling conſideration, it is certain, 
Swedenborg had no concern in publiſhing them to 
the world, nor does he ever mention any thing of 
the kind in his writings; how poor and pitiful then 
was it in the Abbe Barruel, to have recourſe to the 
relation of ſuch trifling circumſtances, inſtead of 
proceeding, as he ought to have done, to prove in 
what ſenſe the WHOLE /:fe and writings of Sweden- 
* borg depoſe. againſt him] But it is eaſier in all 
caſes to make aſſertions than to po“ them, and pre- 
0 judice 


. 


„ 


judice ne never fails to find an intereſt * deciding 
on things and characters in the gro/5, rather than 
nin the detail. Nevertheleſs, becauſe the Abbe has 
ſhrunk from a particular examination of the /ife and 
_  2oritings of the object of his cenſure, this is no rea- 
'fon why they ſhould not be brought forward, in 
order that the reader may judge for himſelf, what 
fort of ſpirit guided the Abbe's pen, when he wrote 
and publiſhed the horrid calumny, that the whole 
life and writings of Swedenborg depoſe again/t him. 
Sufficient information for-this purpoſe, will be 
found in the Eulogy before adverted to, on the life 
and writings of Swedenborg, compoſed by MR. 
SANDEL, _ sUrE#7NTENDANT OF THE MINES, 
KNIGHT OF THE ORDER OF THE POLAR STAR, AND 
MEMBER OF THE ACADEMY OF SCIENCES AT STOCK- 
Holl, and delivered in the great hall of the houſe of 
nobles, in the name of the ſaid academy, the 7th of Oc- 
ober, 1772 : for it is hardly to be ſuppoſed, that 
in delivering this eulogy, before ſo many reſpecta- 
ble auditors, who were perſonally acquainted with 
the deceaſed member of the academy intended to be 
penegyrized, the ſpeaker would have yentured in 
any 1nftance to tranſgreſs the bounds of truth, 
When he was liable to be contradicted by ſo many 
living and preſent witneſſes, who had the ſame op- 
portunities of information with himſelf reſpeCtin g 
the character of the ſubject of his eulogy. 
Let the reader now, imagine himſelf ſeated in 
the above auguſt aſſembly, and that he {Ss the able 
and unprejudiced penegyriſt of innocence, virtue 
and wiſdom aſcend the roſtrum, and hear him pro- 
nounce before his auguſt audience the following 
elected particulars, amongſt many others, in teſtimo- 
ny of the excellencies which diſtinguiſhed (or as 
the Abbe Barruel would expreſs it, depoſe against) 


the TINY e of N affection and regret. 
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Permit me to entertain. you this day, not on 
+ a ſubject which, being of a foreign nature might 


© poſſibly be unintereſting, and fatigue your atten- 


© tion, but on à man illuſtrious for his virtues, and ce- 
© lebrated by his univerſal knowledge ; who was well 


© known and greatly beloved by you; and in ſhort, 


on one of the moſt ancient members of this acade- 
my. The regard that we formerly had for this 


great man, and the l:ve which we bore towards him, 


* aſſures me both of the pleaſure and ſatisfaction 


s that you will find in hearing him ſpoken of; and 
< I ſhall eſteem myſelf happy, if I ſo far fulfithar 
_ © part of the defire you poſſeſs, as to recal to your 
© minds, in a ſuitable manner à man whom you have 
© fo tender a regard for, and who is worthy of ſo glo- 
5 rious a memory. The taſk is difficult, and as the 
_ © molt excellent artiſt has at times the greateſt trou- 
ble to take the likeneſs of certain perſons, how 
much more ſo is it to trace and expreſs in a proper 
manner to your minds fo extenſive, ſublime, and 
© laborious a genius, who was never fatigued in his 
«© ſtudious applications, and who unweariedly pur- 


_ © ſued his inveſtigations into the moſt profound and 
difficult ſciences; who for ſeveral years ſucceſſive- 
Illy, has made many uſeful efforts to diſcover the. -- 
_ © ſecrets of nature, opened and made clear the way 

to attain to certain ſciences, and, in the end, pene- 
trated into the inmoſt receſſes of the moſt profound 
© ſecrets, without ever having loſt ſight of ſound - 
© morality, or the fear of the ſupreme being; who 

_ © preſerved the whole ſtrength of his mind to the# 
* laſt, without experiencing the decay of. mental 
« faculties, ro which ſo many are ſubje&, after a 
long purſuit of ſcience, and to the perfection of 


* which fo few attain; but whoſe mind having been 
opened in all its parts, and whoſe knowledge having 
exceeded the uſual limits, has given occaſion to 
LY : On « ſeveral 
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© ſeveral to judge variouſly reſpecting him, accord- 
ing to the manner in which things were repreſent-. 
2 | «ed, and the view in which they regarded him. 
==. * The greater the perfections of the human mind 
adare, the greater will be found the ſtates of oppoſition to 
them. Does a new light preſent itſelf to the world? 
3 © The conſiderate and intelligent mind will find 
| things worthy of its attention, even in the very 

6 — with which it is contraſted; whilſt the /#- 

perficia! reader wyll fix his attention only on the weak 

6 2 of the argument, proving the obſervation, that 

©-every one is affected according to the nature of his being. 

One man ſhall ſee nothing but cunning and empti- 

- © neſs of mind, in the exalted penetration of genius; 
he will tax its depth with enthufiaſm, and its erudi- 
tion with a confuſed heap of ideas and thoughts. 
But on the other hand, the improved mind, that 
- <© abounds with real ſenſe, will make a due eee 
© of the value of things, and will not deſpiſe, or re- 
ject a rich mine, merely on account that the metal 
does not appear in all its purity on the ſurface, and 
chat it ſhews ſomething terreſtrial from the matrix 

© proper to it. 

The hiſtory of Swedenborg? s life is les 5: and 
as the particulars are of a complicated nature, they 
demand to be arranged accordingly. The worthy 

© and zealous Biſhop of Skara, Dr. Jaſper Swedborg, © 

£ whoſe general character was known by his juſt and 

* frank principles, was at the ſame time chaplain of 

the regiment of cavalry, when his firſt wife Sarah 

Behm, daughter of Albrecht Behm, who was Af- 

© feffor to the College of Mines, bore him his ſecond 

* fon Emanuel Swedborg, at Stockholm, the 29th 

© of January 1688, who was afterwards named Swe- 
© denborg, when he was ennobled 1n the year 1719. 

Nature decorates the earth with her produc- 

S tions, But art perfects them. Birth places men 


s. in a ſtate of exiſtence, but. Egucation forms them. 
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_ © Swedborgs. 
« genealogical table painted in the form of a tree, 
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© A nut or ſeed notwithſtanding the goodneſs of the 


fruit that produced them, do not always yield 


< fruit of a like kind; art may produce a change, 


-- © but cannot alter the nature of things; and expe- 
_ © rience evinces, that we may fay the fame things 


of men, Let us therefore be careful of making 
© poſitive deciſions of this kind, before the period 
© arrives, that virtue becomes naturalized in families, 
or is introduced into them by art. Nevertheleis, 
there is no perſon that will deny, but that the be- 
© ing born in a family noted for its probity and in- 


© tegrity, infers a favourable preſumption in the 


offspring, and to which due regard is to be paid, 


© if not leſſened by bad actions; and on this head 
we do not look to ſee whether the place of the 
© family's reſidence were caſtles or common houſes; 


© but are contented to know, that real virtue has 


taken up its abode for a long period with them. 


We have always a regard for a family, that has 


been a ſeminary of uſeful and reſpectable citizens 
in all the ſtates. Such is that of our Swedenborg. 
An ancient and virtuous family that abode near 


the mines in Stora Kopporbergat, in which formerly 


delt Daniel Iſacſon, and his wife Ann Bullamaſia, 
were the firſt parents, and root of the noble fami- 


lies of Schomſtrom, Swedenborg, and thoſe of the 


I remember to have formerly ſeen a 


© where a number of the Swedborgs were ſeen allied 


with noble families, and at that time incor- 
porated with illuſtrious houſes. But as Sweden- 


© borg did not augment.the number of the branches 


© of that tree, I ſhall dwell no longer on this ſubject, 
but proceed to the hiſtory of his life. =. 


His youth was remarkable by an uncommon af- 


* fduity, and application in the uſual exerciſes of that 


age, and an evident deſire to become a man. A 


_ © ſon of the Biſhop Swedborg could not fail to have 
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a good and careful education, ſuitable to the manner 


1 of the times. This put him in the road to 20% 


fnotoledge, and made him advance therein with 
* ſpeed. But why ſhould I dwell on the good ſuc- 


* ceſs of the care that the Biſhop Swedborg took of 


*.2 ſon, in an education and improvement of a 


mind he was ſo enamoured with? What need is 
 , © there to relate the good ſenſe he had, to put ad- 


© vantageous diſpoſitions to their beſt uſes, which num- 


DD. "op have not the benefit of, or, if they have, ne- 


lect; of his talents, and the penetration of the ge- 

4 nius that ſupported the ardent defire he had to ac- 
© quire knowledge, and of his affi duity and applica- 
tion to ffudy, and the very early maturity. of his intel- 


98 leckt? What greater proof indeed can be given of 
s theſe things, than that which a ſenſible king gives 


us, who ſought with care to reward real abilities 


© and merit, wherever he found them; who knew 
how to employ them in a proper manner, and who 

of his own accord, without any ſolicitation what - 
r appointed Swedborg® in 1716, then but 28 


Xo of age, as extraordinary aſſeſſor to the col- 
ege of the mines, and gave him the choice either 


of that office, or that of Profeſſor in the Royal Aca- 
© demy of Upſal. An univerſal knowledge in the 


© Belles Lettres, and a remarkable degree of learning, 


| © had at that time made Swedborg's name known, 
both within and without the kingdom. 


Let us now follow him in the various occupi- 


tions he engaged in, and in works that took up 


much time. Before we are enabled to penetrate 


into the thoughts, and to diſcover the character of 
_ © the perſons with whom we are in company, we ge. 


« nerally keep ourſelves on an attentive and careful 


© reſerve: But in following Swedenborg this man- 
ner is needleſs, as you may find at once in him'a 


5 . 
e took the name of Seele dent afterwards In 1 7 19, whey 


_ was ennobled by Queen . 
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&p a prompt cor · 
oft clear Pp ons > anti a dhitre 
« 9 woke / Airy and the Rromceft inclination of 
an affiduous findy after acquirements of the mot cer. 
© tain hind in philgſophi, in l all kinds of mathe · 
matics, natural hiſtory, phyſics, chemiſtry, anato- 
© my; and finally theory, not to enlarge on the 
© Faftern and European languages, in in which he 
was very well verſed; Obſerve in him the forte 
of habit, acting in harmony with the ufe of rea- 
* ſon, and particularly in regard to the order which 
© he impoſed on his ideas. Neſpecting Swedenbory, 
© repreſent to your minds, THE BEST HEART AND 
© THe BEST CHARACTER, manifeſted by the rules 
© which he. preſcribed for his thoughts aid for his 


conduct, and which I have found .* and re- 


© peated in various parts of his manufcripts, where 
_ © he had ſet them down fot the regulation of his 
© own practice. t. To read often, and meditate fre- 
15 * quentiy on the mob os Gon. 2. To be akways re- 
a " and content with the difþgjals of Providente. 
3. Always to obſerve a propriety of behdvintr, and to- 
© preſerve the conſcience clear and void of fence. 4. To 
© abey.that which is ordained ; i be far Wo In ee 5 
© diſcharge of the duties ef employment ; and 
© thing in our power to render ourſelves ts 25 05 
72 ul as paſſible: Such was Swedenborg's inward 
ate of mind. THERE ARE NO BEINGS EXCEPT. 
© THOSE WHO ARE FRAUGHT WITH PREJUDICE 
© WHO CAN THINK OR SAY TO THE CONTRARY. 
© Let fuck therefore think on what 1 have ſaid, and re. 
=o Jee8 maturely on what I have yet to ſay. . 
Mr. Swedenborg was not yet entered into his ” 
. office of Aſſeſſor to the Royal College of Mines, 
* becauſe not willing to engage in the duties thereof, 
before he was fully inſtructed in the mineral- 
| © metallurgic ſclence ; and therefore he is not to be 
bo e . ehoſe, 1 8 are always ftrioing to get 
5 into 


* into offices, if the re 0 


neſs of which they 


* are altogether ignorant, ani W hat is worſe, will not 


_ © comprehend, that out of nothing nothing can be 
# expected. —He was neither ambitious of nor had 


Z ſolicited this office, although he was, before that 
* period, well informed in certain ſciences, by which 


bbe was capable of throwing much light on the 
Lart of managing mines.—It was alſo a matter of 


* facility for him to acquire what knowledge he was 


_ * ſtill deficient in reſpecting it. He was not a nan 


auhc wwas content with knowing the theory of a * 


© without joining the pract cal part; and therefore he 


TR undertook a ſecond journey into foreign countries, 


to examine their mines, ſee the manner of work- 


— 


ing, and all that concerned them, particularly | 


© thoſe of Saxony and Harts. : 
During his ſtay he acquired the particular notice 


5 and betet of of the Duke Louis Rudolph, who defray- 


© ed all his 15 uring his ſtay there, and at his 
* departure, made him a preſent of a medal of his 
* in gold, and one in filver.—He enriched himſelf 


with much uſeful knowledge in the courſe of this 
vo ae and with ſcience relative to the new works 


c Mo: erwards publiſhed, entitled, 


'* Prodromus pt incipiorum Sd: um, | eve novo- 


* — tentaminum, chemicam & phy/ic cam . exper imenta- 


0 FO geometrice explicandi. 
Nova obſervata& inventa circa ferrum ij gem 


5 ache naturam ignis elementarem, una cum noa 
c camini inventione. 


3. Methodus nova inveniendi . hecerum, 
« 1 marique, ope lund. 
4. Modus conſtruendi receptacula navalia, vulgo en en 


« Seed tes, Dockybygnadaer.. 


5 * Nova conſtructio agg:ris aquatici. 8 
6. © Modus explorandi virtutes nat igiorum. 
15 * All theſe traQts were printed. at Amſterdam in 
© the year 1721, and N in * FEW 
Cs Tl ziele. 
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© tim mineralia, ignem, et montium ſtrata. Jo 
_ © Three parts of this work were printed at Leip- 
_ «© ſie, and a fourth at Hamburgh in 1722. Whois 


© the man, if we except Linnæus, who has been 
© able to draw ſuch conſiderable advantages from a 


journey of one year and a half for he returned 


in 1722 to his country and friends, who received 


© him with the greatest' pleaſure. 


4 Swedenborg did not remain idle the following 


years, for he ſo equally divided his time between 
the duties of his office, as Metallic Aſſeſſor to the 
© Royal College, and his ftudy, that he finiſhed 
£ in 1733 his grand work intitled, oPERA PHILO- 


7. * Miſcellanea obſerwata circa res naturales, præſer- 


A 
- 
* 
] 


© SOPHICA ET MINERALITA, and had it printed un- 


der his own direction in 1734, part at Dreſden, 
and part at Leipfick. This work is. divided into 
ö three volumes folio, the title of the firſt is Prin- 


( cipid rerum naturalium, ſive noverum tertaminum 
+ Phenomina mundi elementaris philoſophica explica di- 


8 The ſecond, Regnum ſubterraneum frve minerale de 
err: and the third, Regnum ſubterraneum ſiue 
« mizerale de cupro et orichaiis ; all of them written 


with great ſtrength of judgment, and ornament- 


© ed with plates to facilitate the comprehenſion of 
© the text. The publication of this grand and im- 
portant work was of itſelf ſufficient to. encreaſe 
© the advantageous opinions that ſtrangers had alrea- 
* dy conceived of our Syedenborg. - 
© The academic conſiſtory or aſſembly, and the 
i * ſociety of ſciences at Upſal, were ſenſible of his 

« great abilities a conſiderable time before this; 


for to evince the ſenſe they had of him, the con- 


< ſiſtory had it hinted to him, to ſolicit the place of 


9 0 profeſſor of the ſublime and abſtracted mathema- 


* tics, which Nils Celfius was before in poſſeſſion 
bof; and this, as the conſiſtory ſaid, for-the ad- 
vantage of youth, and ornament of the academy, 
„ e Swedenborg 


/ * ; 
4 
5 
* * 
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E 


© 2 5 1 
ed Hs chica for: 1 


Ie 


28 tion, Wt 17 not accept their honorabla offer, 


from the year 1729. 


© terſburgh ſent his diploma of aſſociation, on the 
* 17th of 


tion of the Ade 
to it an impartial analyſis of the works of the 


„learned, frund in thye of Socdenborg a rich harugt 


5 to ornament their collection with. 


| © Our academy, from its full eſtabliſhment, 
WL. + ſought with aſſiduity to. enroll in its liſt of mem- 
der a man of Swedenborg's "ronſequence,. and who | 

cog we RES ara N a learned 25 Eu. 


e , 
— o My 
* Ns 5 


bathe 


6 ele 


>: 


© © for reaſons the melt diſintereſted that could poſſib'y be. 
dec, The ſociety of ſciences at Upſal 1 
b enrolled bim in the wunder of their members 


= £ hen Fark s were net backward in theie entre 
= a/c F his merit, The academy of dt Fe- 


December, 1734. Chriſtian Wolfe, and 
many other learned ſtrangers, were forward to 
{ZN 4 2 literary correſpondence with Swedenborg, 

d and confulted him on the moſt difficult | things 

and ſubjects that could be treated of, Thoſe who 
verre appointed at * ic to the care of the edi - 
udjtorum, and to adjoin 


W; phe ang in w 10h we e ſhall now follow him.—This 7 
$ 4 * proves inconteſtibly how ſtrongly the ardent. de- 
„ fire, by which he was excited in the purſuit of 
knowledge, led him to the conſideration. of all 
z objects; he appeared to fix with greateſt pleaſure 
« his attention on thoſe ſubjects, which, to be welk 

« acquainted: with and laid open, required the moſt 
profound conſideration. None can accuſe him e 

T having only trimmed out the. ſubbects he hat handled, 

© or 3 himſelf with a Sage view of them, 

'$ in! is common enough with thoſe who will ap⸗ 
y. themſelves to all Tubjeds,; for he has made 


j : "Wells FO II „ 55 


« eſt foundation of objetts objetts, to to-diſcorer the union of 
O t Pan 


« the links of the chain of the univerſe, by which 
© the whole is conducted in a juſt and regu- 


lar order from its firſt origin. He can in no wiſe 


© be charged with having given into the foible of _ 


of ſome mathematicians, and many phyfieians, 


who, after having 


« endeavoured by all the means in their 


hide it from . Bo and themſelves 
* been gructhicali, aa bur er 
« light of others. © | 


power to 


found, or at leaft ſuppoſed that 
© they had diſcovered the light they ſought, have 


and, if # bad 
18 iſhed the greater 5 


In proportion as Sedendorg, 4 in his continual 1 


* contemplations on the work of creation, acquir- 


ed knowledges, new ones: were always preſenting | 


* theraſelves reſpecting the Supreme Being, and he | 
* found new accafions to celebrate the author of nature. © 


Since the 177, he made eight different 


voyages into foreign parts, particularly England 


and Holland: from that year alſo he began o vi- 
« fit France and Italy. Mipprincipal object was that 


of printing his New Treatiſes, euiicing the fecun- 


* dity of his genius, and which I cannot conſider with 
© out the greatest astoni/bment, Beſides a great num- 


„der of Treatiſes, and amongſt them his great 


© work, which I have We mn, of before, * was e 


< the author of the following Treatiſes : 


1 © Prodromus philgſophim ratiocinantis de Infinite, : 
© de caufa-oreativnis, et de mechaniſino cperafionis a- 


" et Pan orb printed at Dreſden. in 1733. 
3 regni ænimalic, in two parts, the 


& ry d at Amſterdam in che year , and | . 


PO 4 15 1741. 5 
Animale, in e parta, the 0 


5 in London in 1746. 


Eine Dei Eondon, 1745. 


. | 5 © Arcane 
* 6 a 5 o 2 . 
* t 


7 


+ a Wee at the Hague in 1744s and the third | 


4.0. 


na Sapientia Amſterdam 1763. 


= . ſterdam 1763. 


N 


Ec + Ms Colertia, in b volumes quarto, 


8 1 uch were publiſhed in different years from. 1749 
15 t 1756. 


6 * De ultims Judicio, a Babylonia deftrufta, Lon- 
© don 1758. © 
. De Cal er nine, ex auditis et viſis, Lon- 

« 1758. 
9 7 De Equo Alo, d. quo in ; Apocalyf,, London, 


| 1758.5 


* De tlluribus in mundo noftr ſelari, London. 
1758. 
. De nova Hieroſolma, London 17 58. 
11 * Delitie Sapientiæ de” amore e Am- 
$ ſterdam 1758. | | 
12 © Sapientia Angelica PR Gino amore“ et vi- 


r3 D ctrina Neve Hierofolyme 4 Domi 


14 Doctrina vite pro nova Hieroſehma, e 


dam 1763. 


15 Conti hes de Ultims judicio, er de mund i 


e xituali, Amſterdam 1763. 


r6 © Sapientia angelica de Divina Providentia, 
© Amſterdam 1764. | 
17 *  Apocalypſis Revelata, 88 1 766. 
18 © Summario E:pofitio Doctrinæ Dove E celefie, 


5 « Amſterdam | 1769. 


19 © De commercio A nime et corporis, Amſterdam 


3 1769. 


20 © Vera Chriſtiana Religio, feu Univerſalis Thes- 


: 15 legia nova Eccleſi ie, Amſterdam 1771. 


All theſe titles announce ſublime things unde 
uus; and although the ſubject of theſe works are 


1 different, they are all connected with proofs proper to 
ho _ be ſubjects Fe 1 e are founded on philo- 


; * ſophical 


"02 Atlche ahore Tries ee ito > Engliſh; except 
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* 


N 


8 and phyſical anatomy, on 1 of | 
© the ſacred ſcriptures, and revelations which he de- 
« clares weremadeknown to him. ALL theſe works 
© lead to the 1 a of, THE SUPREME 
i Runes and 0 of af a future exiſtence,” ; 1 
The needful application that _ works men- 
6 ionedi in the above liſt required, not allowing him 
* to continue the neceſſary functions of his = egy 
* afſeſſor, beyond the year 1747, he gave up his 
place, and obtained in the 1 19g year a gracious 
2 diſcharge from the king, who gave him at the 
© ſame time the two ee had inſerted in his 
petition for diſmiſſion; the firſt of which was, to 
* retain a moiety of his appointment to the place of 
« afſeſlor during his life; and the ſecond, that the 
© above favor ſhould be granted him without any de- 
_ © rogation of title and rank. This permiſſion. of en- 


*joying the benefits of a place after diſmiſſion, is 4 


* mark of the greateſt favor. I am aware that what 
© Mr. Swedenborg wrote on ſpiritual things are 
5 * ſubjeQs not proper for diſcuſſion in an academy 


© of ſciences ; it is ſufficient for us to do juſtice to tb | 


© GOOD QUALITIES, TALENTS, and MERIT, OF. THIS 
© AUTHOR. He was of a lively turn, and agreeable in 
c company. Asaſuitable recreation after his aſſiduous 
5 ſtüdles, be 
© the company and converſation of men of ſenſe af. 
© forded him, by-whom he was always ſurrounded, and 
very much reſpected. He had the method either to 
remove or ſilence, by an agreeable yet ſenſible 
t © turn of the ſubje&, an indiſcreet and ſometimes 
too bold curioſity which is often thruſting itſelf 
© into ſerious matters. He was attentive, zcalous, _ 
© and faithful, in the di [charge of the employs entruſted + 
© to his care. Whenever a vacancy. of office ſuita- 
ble to his own talents happened, he neuer preſent- 
© ed himſelf as a candidate to fill it; and if he was ad- 
8 © yanced to honorable poſts, it was not org his 


5 Jen 


e ſought the agreeable advantages which . 


. + feeding them, ed Wraith, 


* 1. 


When other callings did not permit him to diſ- 


| 5 charge the functions of his office, he preferred 


* requeſting his diſmiſſion, and was fatisfted 3 


L. xetaining the title after having enjoyed the | 
_ -© thirty-one — He ꝛcut a ny member of 2 
© Royal acac 

0 . on ſubjects which are not pretended to b 
- © this academy, and enriched his memoirs wit 
a method of making i incruſtation$in marble for ta- 

_ © bles and other ornaments. He aſſiſted as a mem- 
ber of the houſe of nobles during ſeveral diets, © 


: before he became fuch, he ma. 


3 © and bis behavior 1005 uh that none could reproach 


8 * him with any miſcondut THERE WAS NO CRAFT 
© OR-DiSSIMULATION CO BE FOUND IN Fi. He 


* was honored with the favor and particular kindneſs 
* of the kings who reigned during his time. WisDom, 


© xRUDITION and vixrus, procure themſelves 


x a 


"0% 0s advantage water an _ enlightened. govern · 
ment. 


4 Always happy: in himſelf, Swedenborg in all 


5 circumſtances poſſeſſed his ſoul in peace, and led a 

fe happy intheſupreme degree, even unto the mo- 

ment that nature demanded her due. He was at- 
© tacked with an apoplexy in London on the 24th 


| : © of December laſt (1772) and died inthe moſt fe- 


- © rene manner on the 29th of March following, be- 


© ing 85 years of age, rich in the honorable teſtimonies 


of the Swediſh orator, refpeQting the /ife and 3 : 
mgs of Mr. Swedenborg, which whilit they prove 


© of remembrance which he left behind him, fatisfied 


80 with the kind of life this world afforded, and the 
I change of ſtate he was about to enter u _=—_— 
. t eulogy 


Such are the ſelected particulars from 


him to have taken the lead amongſt the philoſophers 


of the age in which he lived, demonſtrate further, 


what was infinitely more to "his credit, that his life - 


; 5 e and . did not excel others 
OD h more 


: i 3). 
| more by the vn of his genius; bis extent of his 


learning, and the variety and importance of his 


publications, than by his rift attention to evangeli- 
cal principles, and to all the duties neceſſary to form the 
man and the chriſtian : that from his youth he had 


. been initiated into practical piety, by an early vene- 


ration and regular peruſal of the word of God, attend- 
ed with a mgſtoſincere purpoſe to keep a conſcience void 
of offence, in agreement with the precepts of the 
eternal truth; that he was-accordingly patroniſed 
by his king, admitted to the ſocieties of the learned, 
both in his own and foreign countries, beloved by 
his friends, cenſured only by thoſe who could not 
comprehend, or could not endure his virtues, and 


reſpected by the wiſe and good of every nation who 


had the happineſs. of his acquaintance. © _ 
And what now mult the world think of the Abbe + 
Barruel's aſſertion that the wHOLE LITE and wwrit- 
inge of Swedenborg depoſe again/# him? Could the 
| Abbe be ſuppoſed to have a more intimate know- 
| ledge of the life. and writings of Swedenborg than 
Mr. Sandel had? Did he poſſeſs better ſources of 
information ; or did Swedenborg conceal his true 
character from every one elſe, even from his own 
friends and countrymen, and only unvail himſelf, 
to the Abbe Barruel ? Surely the moſt warm admi- 
rer of the Abbe, if not greatly prejudiced indeed, 
muſt be aſtoniſhed even at his aſſurance, and at a 
- loſs which to wonder at moſt, his preſumption in 
attempting to impoſe on the public an aſſertion ſo 
groundleis, or his weakneſs and folly i in ering, a 
_ calumny ſo eaſy to be repelled. _ 1 5 
| To the above teſtimony of Mr. Sandel in 1 
of the life and writings, of Swedenborg, it mi 
perhaps be needleſs to add any further proof tt 
| wy do not depoſe again/t him, but the followidy 
_ paſſage from the Rev. Mr. Hartley's letter to the 
| e of the T rue ns 8 Religion, i is too much 
to 


r ane 
* * = r 5 x . 
a , DN y 


as) 


to the ee purpoſe to be — in the way of 


confirmation; it is in theſe words: It may rea- 


ſonably be ſup _ that I have weighed the cha- 
* rafter of our 1 | 


luſtrious author (Swedenborg) in 
© the ſcale of my beſt judgment, from the perſonal 


* knowledge I had of him, from the beſt informa- 
_ © tion I could procure concerning him, and from a 


* diligent peruſal of his writings, and according 


_* thereto I have found him to be the ſound divine, 


the good man, the deep philoſopher, the a hee, oy 


« ſcholar, and the polite gentleman ; and I further 


© eve, that he had ahigh degree of illumination from 
© the ſpirit of God, was commiſſioned by him as 


an extraordinary meſſenger to the world, and had 
communication with angels, and the ſpiritual 
world, beyond any ſince the time of the apoſtles; 


© and as ſuch I offer his character to the public, ſo- 


© lemmnly declaring that to the beſt of my knowledge, 1 
am not herein led by any partiality, or private views 
| 5 whatever, being much dead to every worldly inte- 


ret. I pretend to 1:0 authority over the mind of 


15 " the reader, and if I have erred in any thing here 
delivered, I truſt that it is in the i innocency of er- 
ror, and it ſhall be retracted on conviction.““ To 
this may be added, what C. Springer, Eſq. teſtifies 
to the ſame effect in his letter to the Abbe Pernetti, 


in theſe words, His [Swedenborg's] father Jef- 
e Swedborg was biſhop of Skara, and a man of 
* great learning; but this Emanuel Swedenborg 
© was gifted of Go with greater endowments. HIS 


© KNOWLEDGE AND SINCERITY WERE BOTH VE- 


© RY REMARKABLE: He was conſtant in friendſhip, 
©extremely ſober in his diet, and plain in his cloathing, 
5 "and di «4 egarded places F hoour.” Alſo the teſti- 


* nay! | 


= See Mr. PRI 5 Nn 17 page, , prized oth Reg | 
e of the Tree od a 8 8885 
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mony of Dr. Gregory, in theſe words, It muſt be 

confeſſed that the pradtical morals recommended by 
Baron Swedenborg are of the pure/t kind, with which, 
from the beſt authorities we have reaſon to believe, 


HIS LIFE PERFECTLY \ CORRESPONDED. * 


Alfter the above clear and convincing evidences 
reſpecting the character of Swedenborg, it is no 
wonder that we look in vain for any appeal to facts 
in the Abbe Barruel's works, in ſupport of his a- 
bominable charge of impoſture in regard to the 
life of our author. Nevertheleſs, the Abbé makes 
a ſhew of ſomething of this ſort reſpecting the 
writings, in which, not content with degrading 
Swedenborg into a madman, a viſionary, and an im- 
Poftor, he is wild enough to attempt to prove him 
alſo the illuminating lawgiver, the ſophiſter of implety, 
in other words, the atheiſt, the materialiſt, and the 
decla ed foe to all religion and all government. 


It yet remains therefore, to vindicate the labour | 


of piety, erudition and virtue, from the load of ig- 
nominy which the pen of ſlander, with a boldneſs 
of Sorhisr RV and miſconſtruction, we will ven- 
ture to ſay unprecedented in the annals of litera- 
ture, would vainly attempt to heap upon them; 


—and to prove to demonſtration, that the above 


charges alſo are TOTALLY UNFOUNDED, and that. 
Swedenborg was the VERY REVERSE, and 
has taught the VERY REVERSE, of what the 

learned Abbe is pleaſed to impute to him. | 


1 [To be Continued.] 
be See Dr: Gregory's Church Hiſtory, Vol. II. page 545* 
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